Jejunal GIST causing acute massive gastrointestinal bleeding: role of multidetector row helical CT in the preoperative diagnosis and management.
In this report, we describe a 34-year-old man with a jejunal gastrointestinal stromal tumour (GIST) accompanied by an unusual severe haemorrhage. Because oesophagogastroduodenoscopy proved inconclusive in determining the source of the bleeding and also because of gradually dropping haemoglobin levels and persistence of the melena not allowing colonic preparation, colonoscopy was cancelled and a mesenteric angio-computed tomography (angio-CT) was deemed necessary. The results of this analysis showed a 5-cm heterogeneous mass located in the jejunal loop surrounded by abnormal arterial structures. This multidetector computed tomography (MDCT) appearance was highly suggestive of GIST. The patient then underwent an urgent laparotomy and, peroperative findings being compatible with angio-CT descriptions, a small-bowel resection was performed. The results of the histopathological examination confirmed the diagnosis of GIST. Angio-CT helps define the size of GIST as well as its range and location and can be used as the primary routine test for patients suffering from lower-GI bleeding.